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municipality of Toulon, which was under the influence of
the advanced Jacobins, who had been the authors of all the
riots since the days of Comte d'Albert de Rions, practically
ruled the fleet; it secured the degradation and promotion on
officers, and controlled the movements of the ships, and on
May 28; 1793, it carried the tyranny of injustice so far as to
cause Captain Basterot, of the Melpomene, to be shot for not
putting to sea, although that unfortunate officer had done his
very best to persuade his crew to obey him. Under these
circumstances it is hardly to be wondered at, that Trogoff and
his subordinate officers did not make a very sturdy resistance to
the occupation of Toulon by the English and Spaniards under
Lord Hood and Don Juan de Langara, in August, 1793, which
destroyed the existence of the French Mediterranean fleet for
the rest of the year. The siege of Toulon has already been
described, but it must be noticed here that on September 13,
1793, the allies sent off to the Atlantic ports between five and
six thousand French sailors, who had surrendered at Toulon,
on board four French men-of-war, the Orion, Apollon, Patriote,
and Entreprenant.

The outbreak of war with England caused great efforts to
be made to send a fleet to sea from Brest, in order to protect
the merchant ships coming from the French colonies in the
West Indies, and in the month of March a small cruising
squadron was despatched under the command of Vice-Admiral
Morard de Galle, It was severely damaged by a storm, but it
was not the weather so much as the mutinous behaviour of
the men, which impressed the mind of the admiral. Part of
his despatch of March 22, 1793, to the Minister of Marine
deserves quotation, as showing how entirely the recent years
of mutiny and insubordination had sapped the spirit of dis-
cipline in the French navy. " The spirit of the sailors is
entirely lost,'7 he wrote, " and until there is a change, nothing
but reverses can be expected, even in engagements in which
we have the superiority in force. The vaunted ardour which
is so generally attributed to them is to be found solely in their
constant use of the words 'patriot' and 'patriotism,' and in